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: irix, and spurious or traumatic aneurism. 
CLINICAL LECTURE, : By true aneurism you understand a simple 
Clinical Lecture on Spurious Aneurism. ‘dilatation of the coats of an artery ; by false 
By Joun Avams, Esq., Surgeon to the Lon- ,is implied a dilatation of an artery with a 
don Hospital. —The subject of Aneurism. giving way of one or two, or all its coats; 
sof great importance, and one on which by varicose aneurism is meant an aneuris- 
you ought to have definite ideas. My ob- mal sac communicating with a vein; and 
ect ig to instruct the junior pupils; and I; by aneurismal varix is understood a direct 
ind this to be the more requisite, because I ; communication between a wounded artery 
perceive too great a tendency among stu- {and vein, by which the blood is pumped 
dents to rely for their information on class- ‘into the vein, and thus produces a varix of 
books of surgery, rather than on personal ;the vein: it is usually the consequence of 
ooservation of cases: and it generally hap- ‘venesection, and generally, of course, hap- 
pens, when I examine a pupil previous to’ pens at the bend of the elbow. ‘The vari- 
his going to the College of Surgeons for} cose aneurism is not invariably so situated 
examination, that I find his answers given |—at least, according to the strict definition 
according to some presumed authority of of the word; for it happens occasionally 
the description alluded to. It is much bet- that an aortic aneurism bursts into a large 
tet, Lassure you, to learn by your own ex- ‘vein, as the pulmonary vein, or vena cava; 
perience than to rely solely on books, which, | and in this way a varicose aneurism arises: 
however good in their way, can never sup- | this, however, is speedily fatal. I should 
ply the place of actual observation. What, ‘not omit to mention that there is a disease 
then, do we understand by the term aneu- \called aneurism by anastomosis, which is 
"sm? Its derivation implies its meaning: ‘also included in the category of aneurisms. 
1s a dilatation, and is derived from the} An aneurism may be defined to be a pul- 
“reek Word dvevgivw, to dilate; it is in fact ' sating tumor communicating with an artery ; 
‘dilatation of an artery. But there are and this definition will answer for all ordi- 
‘arous kinds of aneurism: thus, we have nary purposes of definition; but I had ra- 
true and false aneurism, circumscribed and. ther define it to be a dilatation of an artery, 
“‘lused, varicose aneurism, aneurismal va- as you may have pulsating tumors com- 
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2 CLINICAL LECTURE. 


municating with an artery, which are not 
aneurismal. Thus, a medullary sarcoma 
will sometimes receive not only an impulse, 
but a positive pulsation from its arteries 
communicating with the main artery of a 
limb, and yet it is not an aneurism. 
What, then, are the signs of aneurism? 
There is a tumour, pulsating synchron- 
ously with the heart’s action, connected 
with an artery. If you press it firmly, un- 
less the contents of the sac be coagulated, 
you can succeed in emptying it; there is a 
peculiar thrill—difficult to describe — felt 
when pressure is made, and the impulse 1s 
usually much greater than in the adjacent 
artery. If the stethoscope be applied, a 
bruit is usually audible: these are the com- 
mon signs of aneurism. I wish especially 
to direct your attention to the fact of the in- 
ordinate impulse, to which I have alluded, 
as demanding some brief consideration ;— 
to what is this owing?) Why should the 
impulse in an aneurismal sac be greater | 
than in the healthy artery? It is easy to 
understand why it ought to be quite equal, 
but it is actually greater, and the reason is 
this—and here allow me to allude to the: 
anatomy and physiology of the arteries: 
An artery is made up of three coats—a se- ' 
rous, an elastic coat, and a cellular tunic. | 
The first is of use in facilitating the passage | 
of the blood; the last gives strength to the ; 
blood-vessel, and the elastic coat possesses 
the faculty of resisting the action of the: 
heart, and, by its elasticity, of converting 
the stream of blood which is sent out in jets 
into a continuous one. This action of the 
elastic coat of an artery is familiarly illus- 
trated by the common fire-engine, where 
the stream of water which is pumped in in 
jets, is made to pass out continuously by 
the elasticity of the air in the receiver of 
the engine. Let us now look to the heart’s 
action: the power of the heart is enormous; ‘ 
it is very difficult to estimate it, although | 
attempts have been made to do this; and: 
Borelli estimated it as equal to 180,000 
pounds. No doubt this is a great exag.- | 
geration; but some idea may be formed of 
its power by comparing it with other mus- , 
cles whose power is readily appreciated ; | 
thus, it must be remembered that the mus- ‘ 
cular tissue of the hear: is of a remarkably | 
firm character, devoid of fat, and almost‘ 
destitute of cellular membrane. Now, if 
we take the left ventricle of the heart and | 
weigh it, and compare its weight with that : 


¢ 


of another muscle—say the biceps fey» 
cubitimsome approximation to an estims. 
of its power may be formed. Now, | 
elastic or resisting coat of the artery being 
in aneurism either greatly weakened Pe 
wholly destroyed, the impulse of the hear’. 
action comes down at once upon the ane. 
rismal sac with enormous force, giving pw 
to the increased pulsation in the part, ay¢ 
of course tending to extend the dilatatio- 
in all directions; thus dealing destructioy 
on the parts around. 

It is absurd to say that, under the cy. 
cumstances alluded to, there is an increves: 
action of the arteries: it must be obvioy: 
that there is a diminished action—just, jp 
fact, as there is in inflammation. It is from 
want of attention to the physiology of th: 
arteries that such erroneous ideas are form. 
ed, and, by common parlance, perpetuated 

Treatment.—What, then, is to be done 
in aneurism ? I am now alluding to suc) 
as are circumscribed, and I shall dwe!! «: 
those of the spurious class presently. |: 
other words, what is the object we have 
in view in the attempt to cure aneurism! 
Some may say our object is, of course, to 


’ stop the circulation of blood in the diseased 


artery; and, no doubt, that is the ultimate 
end of our endeavours; but our primary 
object is to induce coagulation in the aneu- 
rismal sac, and this is to be accomplished 
either by pressure or by piacing a ligature 
on the artery above; by either of which 
proceedings we do not stop the circulation, 
because we find that that is speedily restore¢ 
by the coliateral anastomosing branches. 
If you determine to apply pressure, you do 
not apply it to the diseased part itself, be- 
cause there is little prospect of succeeding 
by acting immediately on an artery where 
the tunics are diseased, although it does 
occasionally happen that even in this man: 
ner you may succeed in effecting a cure 
but I am endeavouring to inculcate princ' 
ples on which to act: the pressure is to be 
applied to the artery at a distance from the 
tumour, and this will take off the momentu 
of the heart’s action, and will thus favour 
the coagulation of the blood in the s# 
This is a plan very strongly advocated, ané 
frequently pursued with the greatest su 
cess. This object being then accomplished 
the artery will become gradually obliterate¢ 
at the seat of the disease. . 
As to the treatment of spurious aneur!” 
—such, indeed, as the one just detailed ‘ 
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CLINICAL LECTURE. 3 


»—vyou may either attempt the cure by ‘and leave it to chance, as I have seen done 
wessure, of, failing in that, you may tie. occasionally, and to the eventual injury of 
‘ho artery avove the disease, or you may the patient: for 1 well remember the case 
eu at the sac and put a ligature above | of a man who lost his arm in consequence 
and below it. If you apply pressure, you of such gross misconduct; but proceed in 
set somewhat ditlerently from what you do: the fullowing manner: roll up @ sixpence, 
the common false aneurism ; fur you may or any firm body, in a piece of lint or soft 
apply your pressure immediately to the sac | rag, and place it over the wound, having 
self, as the coats of the artery are not dis- | accurately squeezed the edges of the wound 
eased, Let us, then, consider first what together, and then, by carefully adjusted 
tye condition of the coats of an artery is in: pressure carried a little above and below 
‘is disease. A man receives an incised or the wound in the course of the radial ulnar 
punctured wound in an artery, and, by the | and humeral arteries, to diminish the im- 
application of pressure, the hemorrhage is | petus of the blood, the arm being bandaged 
supped, and the wound heals. In the} toa splint, you may often succeed in com- 
course of two or three days, he perceives a! pletely curing the injury, and in preventing 
pulsating tumour in the situation of the {the formation of spurious aneurism. At 
original wound, and a spurious aneurism is any rate, you will get a closure of the wound 
estalished. In the formation of this aneu- jof the integuments, and if an aneurism 
rismone of two things has happened: either : forms, you will then have time to ponder 
the blood has formed for itself a circum- over the necessary treatment of such a case, 
scribed space communicating with the ar- {This treatment is not, however, always to 
ery, the parts around which have become , be followed in wounded arteries, many of 
condensed into a sac, or else a cicatrix has | which it is better to tie at once. 
been formed by the exudation of plastic | To proceed, now, with the treatment of 
lymph between the edges of the wound in (spurious aneurism, 1 say you may often 
the vessel, and this has gradually yielded, | cure them by pressure applied immediate y 
so as eventually to give rise to the forma- {to the sac itself; and this brings to my re- 
won of a sac, thus composed partly of this / collection two cases which occurred to my- 
expanded cicatrix, and partly of the yield- { self, and which strongly bear on this sub- 
ing coats of the artery. ;ject. About three or four years ago, there 
Let me, however, briefly speak to you on { were two cases of spurious aneurism from 
the subject of wounded arteries in reference ‘ bleeding, admitted into the hospital within 
tothe case under our consideration. ‘I'he ‘a short time, and the management of these 
accident of wounding an artery, in the sim- | fell to me. One was the case of a girl, and 
ple operation of bleeding, is not one of very ; the other of a young man. It was at the 
frequent occurrence; and I always makea / time when the employment of the method 
point, when examining a student previous {of cure by pressure above the seat of the 
to his going to the College, toask—‘‘ Pray, | disease was so much advocated, and I 
sit, what would you do if you had unforiu- ‘ thought them fair cases for trial: I could 
nately punctured the brachial artery in {not succeed, however, in compressing the 
bieeding?”” “Oh, sir, I would cut down ; humeral artery at all satisfactorily, for the 
upon it and secure it above and below the ‘artery rolled from under the instrument, 
wound,” is not an uncommon answer. ‘and the median nerve became compressed 
Now, to this I reply that ** You are to do ‘against the bone, causing great pain and 
nosuch thing; for consider the difficulties ; annoyance. I therefore gave it up, and 
ol acting as you say: you are probably at a tied the humeral artery in the middle of the 
distance from home, with no assistance at ‘arm successfully. In the next case, | was 
hand, and the cutting down on an artery of ‘equally unsuccessful in the application of 


te size of the humeral, with no one at} pressure above the seat of the disease, and 
‘and to control the hemorrhage, would be | proposed to tie the humeral artery; the 
aitended with the most serious results; be- | man, however, decamped, and got under 
‘ides which, there is no necessity for so ‘the care of a gentleman who had formerly 
hazardous a proceeding: the artery is ‘attended the surgical practice of this hospi- 
tealthy, and, by careful treatment, the ‘tal. I, one day, was meeting this genile- 
pening in it may be cured.” Do not slur man in consultation, when he asked me if 


“Ne case over as if nothing had happened, | remembered the case I have just men- 


y 
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tioned, for, he said, “I have quite cured him ' cerning illegitimate practitioners of meq. 
by pressure:’’ he further said, ‘‘ that the ’ cine in Rochester city, and also made some 
reason I adopted the plan of treatment by | disclosures in relation to certain houses ); 
pressure, was because, in my pupillage at that place, where chronic diseases are pre. 
the London Hospital, I had seen a similar’ tended to be treated. 
case under Mr. Headington treated success-; Dr. Backus, as chairman of the commit. 
fully by similar means.”’ tee on obstetrics, read a very interesting re. 
You must apply a compress over the, port on cases of midwifery, attended by 
aneurismal sac, and this should extend some: himself from 1832 to 1849. Among other 
distance above inthe course of the artery interesting statistics connected with these 
implicated: you are then carefully to ban- > cases, was the number of births in 17 years, 
dage the fingers and thumb, and then carry } viz. 712; males 386, females 326, 
your bandage as high as the axilla, 80 as to / During his report, Dr. Backus mentioned 
give uniform support to the entire limb, ex- that he had used ether in his practice, by 
cept that a little more pressure is exerted ; inhalation, in the year 1817; previous t 
upon the sac and artery connected with it: either Dr. Morton or Dr. Jackson. 
you direct the patient to keep his arm per- Dr. Rodgers, as chairman of the commit. 
fectly quiet, and raise it on an inclined’ tee on practical medicine, made a full and 
plane: in a short ume, you will find the | interesting report on the science of che. 
pulsation diminish, and the cure will pro- mistry applied to the practice of medicine. 
gress. As tothe mode in which the cure, Dr. Armstrong read a communication on 
takes place, it must depend either on the’ epidemic cholera. 
obliteration of the artery at the seat of dis-; Dr. H. H. Langworthy communicated 2 
ease, or else the coats of the artery contract ? table of statistics of cases which had fallen 
to their original dimensions, and the vessel ; under his care as a city physician. 
resumes its natural condition. $ Several verbal communications were 
If pressure does not succeed in arresting ; made, and much discussion entered into by 
the progress of the disease, the artery must / members until four and a halfo’clock, P.M., 
be tied above the tumour, or you may cut’ when, on motion, society adjourned to mee: 
into the sac, and tie the artery above and’ on the second Wednesday in February, «: 
below; for myself, I prefer the former me- ‘ ten o’clock in the forenoon. 


thod, and I shall pursue it in this case if I; Henry H. Laneworrry, M.D., 
find no progress from the application of; Secretary. 
pressure. You must, however, recollect? — 


that even the ligature upon the artery above’ New York Society for the Relief of 
will not always be sufficient, as considera- > Widows and Orphans of Medical Men- 
ble pulsation is very likely to return inthe; This most useful society celebrated 1's 
aneurismal sac after the ligature; the ana- ) seventh anniversary by a dinner at the 
tomical disposition of the ulnar artery will’ Astor House, New York, on Tuesday, 
readily afford you an explanation of this’ Nov. 20th. About one hundred and fifty 
phenomenon: under these circumstances, ; sat down to table, and the reunion was 4 
the employment of slight pressure, after’ delightful affair, by all accounts, and, we are 
you have taken off the impetus of the blood ’ gratified to learn from the annual statement, 
by the ligature, will, in the majority of in- that the funds are increasing and the affairs 
stances, readily effect your object. I shall) of the society are in a satisfactory condi: 
defer the consideration of other forms of} tion. 

aneurism until some future occasion.—’ The society held its annual meeting for 





Lond. Med, Gaz., Aug. 1849, ‘the election of officers at the College 0 
{ Physicians and Surgeons, Crosby St., Nov. 
MEDICAL NEWS. } 28th, when the following officers wet 

oy ) chosen for the ensuing year :— 


~ : President, Dr. Edward Delafield; Vier 
\ N 4 *EN 4 § . ‘ r ‘as 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. Pita, tn: 1 6 on Velestian 


Munroe County (N. Y.) Medical Socie- ' Mott, Alexander H. Stevens; T'reasur?’ 
ty.—At the last meeting of this society, the’ Dr. Isaac Wood; Secretary, Dr. H. D. 
president, Dr. W. W. Reep, opened the’ Bulkley; Managers, Drs. John G. Adam* 
meeting with some interesting remarks con- : Jas. Anderson, Edward L. Beadle, Wm.> 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 5 


p'skeman, J. H. Borrowe, Wn. P. Buel, 


4p). Bulkley, Jas. Cameron, G. P. Cam- 


man, Abraham Dubois, Joel Foster, S. T. } 


uw pbard, Jared Linsly, J. T. Metcalfe, 
ce wma Ogden, Willard Parker, Alfred 
; Post, Wm. Power, John R. Van Kleck, 
diver White, James R. Wood. 


Ovariotomy.—We have received the fol- 


owing note from Dr. W. L. Atlee on this 
aynyect. 

ean Doctor: Since I placed in your 
ands the report of my fourth and fifth 


28P6 
SSCS 


oth patients have recovered from the ope- 
»on, and no unfavourable symptom inter- 
“red with their recovery. 

The sixth operation, which was explora- 


ory,was on the 13th of October, the patient | 
\lss M. B., aged 43 years; the incision ex- » 


ending from one inch above the umbilicus 
«the pubis; the tumour, uterine, and not 
aiuerent. After deciding against its extir- 
pation, the wound was closed. 

The seventh operation was on the 24th of 
November; the patient, Mrs. T. H., aged 

) years; the incision of the same length, 
the tumour fibrous, attached by a very thick 
jense pedicle to the fundus uteri, weighing 
six pounds. 

Chloroform was employed in both cases 
inthe same way as in the previous opera- 
tions, and with the same happy results. 

A report of these cases will be prepared 


forthe ‘‘ American Journal of the Medical 


Seences.’ Very respectfully, &c., 


Wasuineton L. ATLEE. 
To Isaac Hays, M.D. 

Philadelphia, December 22d, 1849. 
The Charleston Medical Journal and 
hevlew—Drs. P.C. Garniarp, and H. W. 
De Savssure, who have edited this Journal 
ir the last three years with signal ability, 
dave retired, and the Journal will in future 


conducted by Drs. J. C. Cain, and F. 
P. Porcher, 


National Convention for the Revision of 
‘tt Pharmacopwia.—The call for this Con- 
‘ention, to meet in the city of Washington, 
On the first Monday in May, 1850, has been 


made by the proper authority, and we would 
—— 


er : 
Ps [Meese will appear in the April Number of the 
Tiean Journal of the Medical Sciences.) 


* of large peritoneal section, I have : 
-rformed the operation of gastrotomy twice. ' 


‘call attention to the importance of an early 


appointment of Delegates by the several 
bodies who have a right to representation. 
These bodies are ‘“ the several incorporated 
State Medical Societies, the incorporated 
Medical Colleges, the incorporated Col- 
‘leges of Physicians and Surgeons, and 
the incorporated Colleges of Pharmacy, 
throughout the United States.’’ The names 
of the delegates appointed are to be sent to 
Dr. G. B. Wood, Philadelphia, Vice-Presi- 
‘dent of the last Convention. We hope that 
speedy action in the matter will be taken 
by the societies, &c., interested. 


Transactions of the American Medical 
| Association.—The second volume of these 
Transactions has been published, and will 
>be immediately sent to those members who 
are entitled to receive it, who reside in the 
large towns, Or on express routes. ‘I'hose 
members who have paid the assessment, 
>and do not receive a copy, may obtain one 
on application to the publishers, Messrs. 
> Lea & Blanchard, Philadelphia; or, it will 
’ be forwarded to them on their notifying the 
Treasurer of the Association of the mode 


- of conveyance by which it can be sent. 
i 
> Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania.—This society will hold its annual 
’ meeting in Philadelphia on the third Wed- 
> nesday in April (17th). 


er 


} 


' FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
> Cost of Epidemics.—The cholera has, it is 
' said, cost the ratepayers of the metropolis for 
| medical attendance, medicine, funerals, &c., 

200,0001., besides an annual cost, for some 

years to come, at the least, of from 15,0001. 

‘to 20,0001., for the maintenance of the wi- 

‘dows and orphans of those now no more, 
’ Now, to what immense advantage (says the 
; London Observer) could a moiety of this 
; large amount have been applied, if the au- 
‘thorities had taken warning by the former 
; epidemic in 1832, and the ravages which 
‘typhus, small-pox, and other zymotic dis- 
- eases, are constantly producing, and had 
directed their attention to the sources from 
’ whence the expenses had arisen. Had but 
\atithe of this sum been used for sanitary 
| purposes—had the state of the labouring, 
‘hard-working, but too frequently starving 
artisan been looked into—had his miserable 
- hovel been changed to a comfortable dwell- 


) 
, 
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ing, after the plan of the model lodging- 
houses—had he had a sufficiency of pure 
water for drinking, and to wash away the 
dirt consequent upon his avocations—we 
should say we should not have had this 
enormous amount to defray, nor should we 
have had, as it were, to pass through the 
‘valley of the shadow of death.’ In im- 
proving and aiding the poor, we are benefit- 
ing ourselves, for we increase largely our 
own chances of life, and, at the same time, 
save our money. 


— 


Death from Chloroform.—John Short: ° 


er, aged 438, a porter, known to Mr. 
Solly for some time as a very active mes- 
senger, habits intemperate, but apparent- 
ly in perfect health, was admitted into 
George’s Ward, St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
under Mr. Solly, on the 9th October, 1849, 
suffering from onychia of the left great 
toe, which had existed some time. It was 
determined to remove the nail, the man hav- 
ing decided, before entering the hospital, on 
taking chloroform. On Wednesday, 10th 
October, at a quarter to two P. M., he be- 
gan to inhale the chlorofurm, with one 
drachm in the inhaler. It had no visible 
effect for about two minutes. It then ex- 
cited him, and the instrument was removed 
from his mouth, and about ten drops more 
were added. He then almost immediately 
became insensible. 


removed. He continued insensible, and his 
face becoming dark, the pulse small, quick, 
but regular, respiration laborious, his stock 
was removed, and the chest exposed to fresh 
air from a window close to the bed; cold 
water was dashed in his face, the chest rub- 


bed, and ammonia applied tothe nose. After | 


struggling for about a minute, he became 
still, the skin cold, pulse scarcely percepti- 
ble, and soon ceased to be felt at the wrist; 
respiration became slow, and at intervals, 
but continued a few seconds after the cessa- 
tion of the pulse. Immediately on the ap- 
pearance of these symptoms, artificial re- 


spiration was commenced, by depressing the : 


ribs with the hands, and then allowing them 
to expand again, until the proper apparatus 


was brought, when respiration was kept up : 


by means of the trachea-tube and bellows, 


and oxygen gas introduced into the lungs ° 
Galvanism was also: 
‘furnished from two manufacturies alové 


by the same means. 
applied through the heart and diaphragm ; 


The chloroform was | 
taken away from his mouth, and the nail } 


seven minutes after the commencemer: .: 


inhalation, ‘These means were persis; 
in until a quarter past three, but to no p 
pose. On removing the inhaler, the sponge 
which only contains one drachm, fel] gp ; 
the floor, and the chloroform splashed abo»: 
thus showing that a considerable part of the 
chloroform remained unused, so that }, 
could not have inhaled more than a drachm, 
Every endeavour was made to procure ; 
post-mortem examination, but in yain- 
Med. Times, Oct. 27. 

Death from Chloroform.—On Wednesday 
evening, Dec. 5th, an inquest was held «: 
Shrewsbury, upon the body of a poor Wels) 
girl, named Jones, from the neighbourhood 
of the Craven Arms, between Churchstret. 
ton and Ludlow, who died on the same day. 
It appeared that it was necessary for her 1: 
undergo a very painful operation, that of the 
removal of the eyeball, and with her own 
full consent, Mr. W. J. Clement, the sur. 
geon under whose care she was, adminis. 
tered about one-third of the quantity whieh 
he has given other patients. It had, how. 
ever, such an effect upon her that she was 
seized with apoplexy, and speaking in Welsi 
vat the time, expired instantaneously, as \! 
>she had swallowed prussic acid. The jury 
returned a verdict of ‘‘ Died by apoplexy, 
caused by inhaling a drachm of chloroform." 

Painters’ Colic.—The diseases to which 
,all persons connected with the manufacture 
-of lead for painting are subject, have long 
‘fixed the attention of medical men, and 0! 
‘the authorities charged with the care o! 
public health. It is well known that, 99 
far back as 1783, M. Guyton- Morveau pro- 
posed to substitute the oxide of zine for 
white lead, and thus avoid the accidents oc- 
‘casioned by this latter substance; but al 
attempts to apply the zinc practically failed, 
‘until the recent discoveries of M. Leclaire 
> removed the difficulties. 

; It would appear, however, that the im: 
‘provements of modern science enable the 
manufacture of white lead to be conducteé 
without the slightest injury to the heal'li 
>the workmen. Within a period of ten years 
that is, from 1838 to 1847, no less than 31!- 
patients, labouring under the poisonous el 
fects of lead, have been admitted into the 
hospitals of Paris; and of these 1898 we 
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but all signs of life ceased in about six or} Now, Messrs. Lefebre & Co., of Lille, #50 
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manufacture 3000 tons of white lead annu- ; nevertheless broken out in the two latter 
+ have demonstrated that proper hygienic places, and it is doubtful whether quaran- 
recautions enable their workmen, 150 in tines will be more effectual in Italy than 
somber, to escape the poisonous effects of elsewhere.—Lancet, Dec. 8th. 
to goal. Not a single workman had suf.- ; _ 
ed from lead colic for the space of twelve’ Hydropathy and Cholera.—The able Ger- 
~ oaths, during which the new methods man correspondent of the Medical Times 
ae employed. ‘These have beenexamin- states, in the number of that Journal for 
. bya Committee of the Institut. (MM. ; Oct. 27th, that the hydropathists have suf- 
Pelouze, Kayer, and Combes), who have } fered most severely from cholera. ‘ They 
verified the truth of the statement made by inundated the newspapers with the won- 
+e Lille manufacturers, and who conclude,  drous results of hydropathy, and their mode 
hat the evil effects of lead may be com- } of treating cholera; but alas! not less than 
vetely avoided by the following precau- eight of their number died of that disease.’”’ 
tons :“=—= 5 aaa 
|, Mechanical processes should be sub-; Alleged Burying Alive.—In the midst of 
~juted for manual labour, so as to relieve | exaggeration and invention, says the (Juar- 
‘he workman from the necessity of han-)terly Review, in its last number, there was 
cing the metal. / one undoubted circumstance which formerly 
> Water should be employed during the excited the worst apprehensions—the fact 
wparation of the chips from the residue of | that bodies were often found turned in their 
we lead, their pulverization and sifting. ‘coffins, and the grave-clothes disarranged. 
3, Instead of potting the white lead with; But what was ascribed, with seeming rea- 
water, it should be moulded in prisms or’ son, to the throes of vitality, is now known 
olong masses. ; to be due to the agency of corruption. A 
4. The white lead should be ground up} gas is developed in the decayed body which 
with oil in the manufactory, and by proper} mimics, by its mechanical force, many of 
machinery. ; the movements of life. So powerful is this 
5, Allthe apparatus employed in pound: } gas in corpses that have lain long in the 
ing, sifting, &c., the white lead, should be ; water, that M. Devergie, the physician to 
used in chambers isolated from the work- } the Morgue at Paris, and the author of a 
shops. The issue of any deleterious mat- text-book on legal medicine, says that, un- 
ers through the necessary orifices in ihese’ less secured to the table, they are often 
chambers might be prevented by directing ; heaved up and thrown tothe ground. Fre- 
currents of air through the openings, and ° quently strangers, seeing the motions of the 
making the connecting machinery revolve 5 limbs, run to the keeper of the Morgue, and 
in rings of an elastic material. Sannounce, with horror, that the person is 
6. Finally, the above measures will be > alive. All bodies, sooner or later, generate 
completed by an active ventilation of the’ gas in the grave, and it constantly twists 
workshops, and by the ordinary hygienic? about the corpse, blows out the skin till it 
precautions familiar to all the workmen. ~rends with the distension, and sometimes 
The Committee are of opinion that the} bursts the coffin itself. When the gas ex- 
manufacture of white lead will cease to’ plodes with a noise, imagination has con- 
have any injurious effect on the workmen, ’ verted it into an outcry or groan; the grave 
a soon as it shall be conducted on the! has been re-opened; the position of the 
‘hove principles. — Med. Times, Dec. 15th, ; body has confirmed the suspicion, and the 
1349, ? laceration been taken for evidence that the 
; _ ; eveteh had gnawed his flesh in the frenzy 
Quarantine and Cholera.—The greater’ of despair. So many are the circumstances 
part of Italy is shackled by quarantines to ’ which will occasionally concur to support @ 
prevent the spread of cholera. Tuscany,’ conclusion that is more unsubstantial than 
Piedmont, Lombardy, and the kingdom of > the fabric of a dream. 
Naples have established these restrictions, — 
“irom two to ten days, according to the} Negroeswith Tails.—M. Du Courer has 
hat whence the vessel is coming. The’ given to the French Academy of Sciences 
“ands of Sardinia and Elba have adopted ’ a description of a race of negroes in Central 
“ same measures, But the cholera has; Africa, which he considers to be intermedi- 
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ate between the human species and the 
monkey. The chief peculiarity consists in 
the prolongation of the os coccygis, in both 
sexes, into a tail of three or four inches 
long; in the organization of the cranium ; 
their large mouth, pendulous ears, and 
long arms. ‘They closely resemble the 
higher classes of sinew, but their possession 

language incontrovertibly settles their 
human origin. 


Investigations respecting Cholera.—The 
Bavarian government have just appointed a 
committee, composed of medical men and 
eminent chemists, to investigate the nature 
of cholera, especially with reference to its 


connection with atmospheric and telluric in- ; 


fluences, electricity, magnetism, &c. Dr. 


Von Walther, Professor of Surgery at the | 


University of Munich, is chairman of the 
committee.— Lancet. 

Remedy for Hydrophobia.—M. Rocuer 
p’ Hericourt, who has lately returned from 
a journey in Abyssinia, has brought with 
him manuscripts of great literary value, and 
has collected all the facts calculated to throw 
light on geology, mineralogy, botany, and 
other branches of science. 


plant, the root of which, reduced to powder, ’ 
is a cure for hydrophobia, both in men and : 
animals. Of its virtues M. d’Héricourt had 
practical proofs. Four dogs and a man hav. 
ing been bitten by a mad dog, they were, 


by the application of this remedy, cured of ‘ 


the hydrophobia which ensued ; whilst the 
fourth dog (bitten at the same time, by the 


same animal), to which the remedy was not | 


applied, perished in all the agony of that 
terrible disease. ‘The virtue of the plant, 


and the manner of preparing it for use, were : 


explained to the traveller by a potentate of ’ 
the country, who assured him that it was 
there generally used, and never failed. The 
specimens brought over by M. d’Heéricourt ‘ 
have been submitted to the Academy of | 
Sciences of 
been appointed to test their efficacy.—Jbid. | 

Means of arresting the fatal effects of | 
Chloroform.—M. Ricorp has lately address- ‘ 
eda letter to L’ Union Médicale, wherein } 
that eminent surgeon relates two cases, in | 
which the inhalation of chloroform proved | 
nearly fatal. He, however, succeeded in 
reviving his patients, after all ordinary ; 


He has likewise | 
brought with him numerous specimens of a ‘ 


Paris, and a committee has | 


means had failed, by placing his mouth upor 
theirs, and forcibly insufflating the lesen by 
rapid aspirations and expirations, Tho). 
somewhat repulsive, this means should p, 
be overlooked. Another medical Pract 
tioner of Paris, Dr. Escallier, has Written 
the same journal on this subject, and States 
that, in two instances of approaching disso)», 
tion by the inhalation of chloroform, he a 
called life by thrusting two fingers deep ini; 
‘the throat, down to the entrance of the 
larynx and cesophagus ; a sudden movemer: 
of expiration followed, and recovery took 
place.—IJbid. 

Medical School at Constantinople.—s,. 
Lich Errenp1, physician in ordinary to the 
Sultan, and director of the Imperial Medica! 
School, has just made various improvements 
in that establishment. The number of in. 
, spectors has been increased, and Dr. Spitzer, 
‘head professor of the school, has been ap. 
‘pointed director of studies. Various other 
‘changes of a highly progressive nature have 
likewise been introduced. The Constan. 
‘tinople Medical Gazette is placed under the 
direction of Dr. Spitzer and his deputy.- 
Ihid. 

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis.—This dis- 
‘ease, which has been reigning epidemically 
among the garrisons of some French towns, 
cand which proved very destructive, has 

-made terrible havoc at Logrono, and Riba- 
‘frecha, in Spain. In the latter place, ful 
one-tenth of a population of 300 souls were 
attacked, and twenty-two died. The na 
tives call the affection clavo or sarmiento.— 
Ibid. 
To Reapers anp CoRRESPONDENTS. 
In the present number of the Library, we 
‘commence the publication of the very com- 
‘plete and valuable Operative Surgery, by 
J. F. Maueaiene, one of the most learned 
‘and judicious surgeons of Paris; Trans- 
lated by Frederick Brittan, M. D., &c. 

We have delayed announcing this work, 
‘in the hope of being able first to complete 
: Todd and Bowman’s Physiological Ana- 
tomy, but the fourth part, wanting to com: 
‘plete this work, has not yet appeared 11 
‘England. So soon as published there, 
will be reprinted here, and some arrang® 
ment made by which our subscribers will 
‘be enabled to receive it by mail at 4 smal. 


4 cost. 








